
 

 

The Annual Parish meeting of the Wortwell Parish was held in the Community Centre, on 
Monday, 29th April 2019, at 7.30pm.  Five parishioners in all attended. 
 
The Chairwoman of the Parish Council, Mrs. Allison Copeman, was present and therefore 
presided. 
 
MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
These were signed by the Chairwoman as a correct record. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
It was noted that the Sunshine Fund monies had been duly banked. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
       
 
Parish Council: The Chairwoman Mrs Allison Copeman [AC] presented her report.  
The Clerk was new in role last year and after the statutory 12 months period of no salary 
had elapsed, she became a paid employee of the council from November 2019.  She has 
also agreed and is currently studying to achieve the CiLCA qualification. 
 
AC congratulated the councillors on their willingness to give up further personal time to 
attend many training sessions over the Summer of 2018 and the Council now feels that all 
members of the Council and the Clerk have reached a new level of professionalism and 
expertise that we can all be proud of and has already proved highly useful in handling 
some complex challenges this year around charity management and planning to name just 
two.  
 
AC highlighted a number of actions transacted over what has been an eventful and very 
busy year:  
 

• The accounts have been rationalised to better reflect the dual roles of the council. 
Acting as Councillor and Parish Council and acting separately as Trustees on the 
Board of the two charities that the Council is Sole Managing Trustee for:  

• Wortwell Parish Lands 

• Wortwell Old Playing Field 

• A new land management company, Excite Solutions,[ES] has been appointed to 
replace Norse and also pick up all the other contracts to do with land management with 
the exception of the grounds in front of the Community Centre, the Knoll and the 
Village Sign area. These will continue to be managed by the groundsman.  

• ES will also be tackling the clearance and marking out of the new allotments.   

• Interest was shown in the Consultation Survey for allotments.  

• The existing allotments holders were given notice last October and it is planned 
to carry out this clearance in the Autumn.  

• Anyone interested in taking on an allotment can declare their interest to the 
Clerk (lua@wortwellpc.org.uk  65 High Road) or attend the upcoming Open Day 
on the 13th May 2019, at the Community Centre - 2-4pm 
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• Alburgh have agreed to clear their share of the land contiguous to Wortwell’s 
allotments.  

 

• Following the Consultation Survey in the Winter, we invite all villagers to attend the 
OPEN DAY mentioned above on the 12th May 2-4pm 

• We sadly had to deal with deliberate vandalism of the play equipment which cost 
£1600 or so to repair.  We are aware of a number of older children that have been seen 
jumping on both the pavilion roof and also using the bars of the small play fort 
inappropriately.   

• Asbestos debris has been removed from the pavilion although there remains an issue 
with gaps in the roof.  The building used to be regularly used and in the medium term 
the Council intends to refurbish this building with a view to making better use of it.  With 
both power and water connected it has a lot of potential.  The Cricket hut is also under 
consideration for refurbishment and use by the village in some way.  Anyone with ideas 
please do come forward with suggestions as to how these legacy buildings can be 
used.  

• Councillor Aylett has taken on the task (from ex Councillor Shore) of constantly moving 
the SAM2 machine around the village.  The data shows that this has been a 
tremendous success in reducing speeding through the village although we are aware of 
some persistent offenders in the early morning and late at night.  The data has been 
passed to the Police Speedwatch team who have visited the village twice in recent 
months to trap offenders (successfully unfortunately!) 

• AC thanked the councillors and clerk for their efforts over the past year.  

• A question was asked by a member of the public about the financing and future of the 
old playing field.   

• This field, known as Wortwell Old Playing Field, was donated through a legacy 
by a past villager and placed in a Charitable Trust to protect its use for 
recreation for generations to come.  It is not Parish Council owned but governed 
by the Charity Commission. There is no intention of using this field for any other 
purpose in the foreseeable future.  

• The field is regularly used by youngsters from both the village and further afield 
on visitors to grandparents that live in the village. The field has been enjoyed by 
many generations before us and we hope it will continue to provide open 
spaces for all to enjoy for many more generations.  

• The cost of its maintenance is more than covered by the contribution that 
Norwich City Football Club pay for their regular Wednesday night skills training 
sessions.  T 

• NCFC are keen to develop these sessions further and if any youngsters are 
interested in being trained by a now PREMIERSHIP football team coach, 
then do grab this golden opportunity - they do NOT have to live in this village to 
participate. Contact the clerk if interested for further information or just turn up 
on a Wednesday evening on the football field at 5.30pm 

 
Parish Council Accounts 2018/19: The Clerk, Mrs. Lua Leggett presented the approved 
accounts on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Community Centre Management Committee: The Chairman, Mr. Simon Leggett 
presented a provisional report. (The Wortwell Community Centre Management Committee 
will meet on the 20th May to adopt this report and the accounts for 2018/19 financial year.  



 

 

 
A copy of Mr Leggett’s report can be found on the Parish Council Website associated with 
these minutes.  
 
 
 
Poors Allotments Trustees: Mr Chris Thomas stated that improved income this year 
came from better grazing rents at £75 per acre.  

• There has been a delay in receipt of the payment due from the Rural Payments Agency  
but this problem is widespread and they await the funds.  

• Donations were provided to Alburgh Trustees of £600 and £25 shop vouchers were 
paid to a number of residents last Christmas. CT stated that it is difficult identifying 
elderly or suitable recipients of these grants.  

• Town Lands Charity: After a difficult period when the previous Secretary/Treasurer 
left abruptly and ensuing difficulties with the Bank, they are now back on track with a 
new Secretary and a better relationship with the Bank.   

• Surplus funds are now lodged with CCLA a charity fund manager and they are 
keen to push the educational grants for any deserving youngsters that may 
need support moving on to higher education or with educational trips etc. 
Please contact Mr Thomas directly if you are interested in applying for these 
funds.  

  
Police: we received no update from our local police representative although Councillor 
Aylett is in contact with them over speeding issues and the possibility of forming a 
neighbourhood speed-watch team. Please contact Councillor Aylett if interested in 
supporting this volunteer initiative. 
 
County Councillor: In her absence the report from Mrs Margaret Stone was presented to 
the room and is associated with these minutes. 
 
District Councillor: After 28 years as our District Councillr, Dr. Murray Gray, Now 
Professor Gray, is stepping down as our District Councillor.  

• Professor Gray talked to his report sharing some of the many achievements he has 
made over these years supporting the villages around including Wortwell. A copy of his 
report is associated with these minutes. 

• AC took the opportunity to thank Professor Gray for his many years of sterling service 
and presented him with a card and retirement gift on behalf of the councillors 
(personally not as the Council). We wish him a long and happy retirement.  

 
Wortwell Bowls Club: Mr Robert Hadingham presented his report a copy of which is 
associated with these minutes.  
 
Archbishop Sancroft High School : The School were unable to attend and the report 
was read out in their absence a copy is associated with these minutes. 
          
Norwich City Youth Football: Alex Brett from NCFC was unable to attend but a copy of 
his summary of the success to date is associated with these minutes.  
 
Village Magazine (Mardler): The Editor, Mrs Allison Copeman, reminded the meeting that 
the Mardler is published every two months with the aim of promoting local news/events 
and several local businesses advertise on a regular basis. It takes at least a day to put 



 

 

together and as always she is very keen to have news and events to talk about.  
Weddings, birthdays even the passing on of residents are all topics for local interest and 
we need to hear from the villagers. It is your newsletter not the Council’s but is nothing 
without your input. Please contact Allison if you have any ideas for regular topics of 
interest or would be interested in getting further involved with this regular newsletter.  

• Currently we use Bungay Printers but we are exploring other options in the event they 
are no longer available to print.           
    

 
Tree Warden: In his absence the tree warden, Mr David Pemberton, submitted a report 
which was presented to the room and is associated with these minutes 
 
St Mary’s Church: In her absence Brenda Le Gryce submitted a report which was 
presented to the room and is associated with these minutes. 
 
Wortwell United Reformed Church – Mr. Chas Emmens presented his report which is 
associated with these minutes.  Chas mentioned the car park that they plan to build at the 
back of the building to alleviate parking problems on the High Road.  They are always 
keen to see new members of both the congregation and the Choir that meets regularly on 
a Tuesday evening.  
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed 
the meeting at 8.28pm 
 
Parishioners then circulated and enjoyed coffee and biscuits served by members of the 
Parish Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRWOMAN…………………………………………………….……….      27th April 2020 


