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Minutes of a meeting of Wortwell Parish Council, he ld in the Community Centre on 
Monday, 30 th June 2014 at 7.30pm 

Parish Councillors attending  – Councillors Robert Hadingham (Chairman), Allison Copeman 
(Vice Chairman), Daphne Cook, Jayne Moore and Sarah Noy. 

Also attending  District Councillor Dr. Murray Gray, the Clerk Mrs. Jane Pearce and one member 
of the public. 

714 Apologies  

714.1 Councillors accepted apologies from Councillor Perry who was on holiday and from 
Councillor Wooltorton who was taking part in a Bowls competition. 

715 Declarations of Interest  

715.1 None 

716 To approve the Minutes of the May meeting  

716.1 These were signed by the Chairman as an accurate record. 

717 To receive reports from our District and County  Councillors  

717.1 District Councillor Dr. Murray Gray reported:  

� He had been given a £1,000 to distribute to projects in his Ward.  He agreed to 
provide the Parish Council with £200 towards the new play equipment for the older 
children.   

� There were problems with the proposed Bypass for Long Stratton.  The Landowner 
was being difficult and it was probable that the District Council might have to 
consider Compulsory Purchase.  1800 houses would be built to pay for the building 
of the bypass which included a roundabout at the Hempnall crossroads. 

� The District Council had not been providing areas for the Gypsies and Travellers. 
The Council were now hoping to find people who would be willing to offer land for 
this section of the community.   

� The District Council had discovered pockets of deprivation in South Norfolk.  They 
are setting up a project in partnership with the County Council, Police, Job centres 
and others to stop this from happening.  There are currently 93 children in the area 
affected.  This costs £4m each year. 

718 To receive the Clerk’s Report  

718.1 Parish Land Account – Barclays had now debited £575 from the account.  They stated 
that the weekly income would probably continue to be paid into the account for the time 
being but that they would remove it immediately.  Barclays had credited our account with 
£150 for the inconvenience caused to us. 

718.2 South Norfolk Clean Sweep 2014 –  Councillors had seen the road and pavement 
cleaning vehicle in the village. 

718.3 Recycling Bins –  A resident in Low Road is still leaving her wheelie bins in the middle of 
the pavement, the night before collection days.  Councillor Perry to speak with her. 
               Action Councillor Perry 

718.4 Bell PH – The Bell has re-opened and is serving meals. 

718.5 Overgrown Trees at the Community Centre – It was not known whether E.On had cut 
back the trees at the entrance to the Community Centre 

718.6 Accident at Homersfield Junction –  Following our letter to Highways Department 
requesting a 50mph speed limit on part of the Wortwell bypass, a letter from Highways 
Department said that “the level of incidents on Wortwell bypass is relatively low.  At 
present, we are showing just 4 Road Traffic Collisions (RTC’s) in the last five years with 
one “serious” (where the Police provided no further details) and 3 “slight”.  The 3 slight 
injury RTC’s consist of a head-on joining the A143, a head-on leaving the A143 and a 
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tail-end collision.  With regard to speeds of traffic, the limit along here is 60mph so, if 
drivers are exceeding this, it is a matter for the police”. 

718.7 “Wortwell sign” Councillor Noy to cut back the overgrown vegetation from around the 
sign.     Action Councillor Noy 

718.8 Overgrown Trees outside 86 High Road – With regard the overgrown trees, Highways 
had replied, and included a map, which showed that the verified adoption hatched green. 
This indicates that only the road and footpaths were adopted.   and the area which 
includes the overgrown trees is definitely not Highway.  They advised the owner to 
contact Land Registry.  Councillor Noy agreed to contact Land Registry for clarification. 
     Action Councillor Noy 

718.9 Faulty Street Light – Councillor Hadingham to inform the Clerk whether repairs have 
been carried out to the light outside Mill Lane.  Action Councillor Hadingham 

718.10 Footpath behind the Bell PH – Councillor Hadingham had trimmed the hedges.  Mr. 
Adkins, the owner of the hedges, agreed to cut the hedges back in the Autumn. 

718.11 Following our request to the District Council for a plastic bag recycling bin, their reply said 
they do not offer plastic bag recycling yet, but offered an additional textile bank or a 
cooking oil and fat recycling bank.  Councillors declined both offers.     Action Clerk 

718.12 E.On – Street Lighting – As our two year contract with the company finishes at the end 
of June the company had offered us three alternative deals. (1) 12 months £1,672, (2) 
twenty-four months £3,495 and (c) £5,099.  Councillors had voted 5 to 1 in favour of the 
24 month option. 

718.13 Allotments –  The Clerk had been informed that a large tree had been felled on the 
allotment site.  The Chairman said however that this was a small tree inside the entrance 
to the Wortwell allotments.  Although Councillors had no idea who had felled the tree the 
Clerk to write a letter to all allotment holders informing them they nobody is allowed to 
remove trees, on the allotment site, without first obtaining permission from the Parish 
Council.          Action Clerk 

719 Chairman’s Report  

719.1 Village Games – Wortwell had entered a team and won the Short Mat Bowls, they also 
competed in Archery, Table Tennis and Rounders. They ended five out of six. 

719.2 Overgrown hedges opposite the Farm Shop – The Clerk to write to Mr. Tony Bush 
requesting him to cut back the hedges which are currently blocking the path opposite the 
Farm Shop.          Action Clerk 

720 Parish Councillors’ Reports  

720.1 Councillor Copeman: 

720.2 Knoll – A large branch is growing over the footpath.  The Clerk to ask Councillor 
Wooltorton to cut this back.                                                          Action Clerk 
    Action Councillor Wooltorton 

720.3 Councillor Cook: 

720.4 Broad Wash Footpath – The footpath is shoulder high in weeds and nettles.  Norfolk 
County Council are not cutting footpaths this year.  The Clerk to contact Mr. Chris 
Thomas to see if he knows who now owns the area.       Action Clerk 

720.5 Overgrown tree at the corner outside the Farm Shop – An overgrown tree is affecting 
visibility when pulling out onto the bypass.  The Clerk to ask Highways or the Rangers to 
cut the tree back.          Action Clerk 

720.6 Councillor Noy: 

720.7 Open Gardens - £500 was made at this years open gardens. 

721 Wortwell Web Site - The Chairman introduced Mr. David Jefferis to the meeting.  Mr. 
Jefferis had come to find out exactly what the Council required of him in the running of 
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the village web site.  It was agreed that Mr. Jefferis would help with the web site.  The 
Clerk would continue to include the Minutes and Agendas to the site. 

722 Playing Field  

722.1 In a report for the last week in May, Councillor Noy said that she had picked up the litter 
from both fields.  All equipment in a safe condition 

722.2 In weekly reports for June, Councillor Copeman reported: 

� she had removed bird excrement from the swings at each visit. 

� the bridge on the Fortress had been broken and removed for repairs.  The area had 
been taped off and a sign displayed.   

� all equipment on the new field had been treated with wood preservative apart from 
the Fortress which would be completed when the repairs to the bridge had been 
carried out. 

� cleared litter at each visit, ants and earwigs in the rubbish bins.  

722.3 Councillor Cook to prepare weekly reports for August.            Action Councillor Cook 

722.4 Overgrown grass – chain link fencing – new field A resident had complained to the 
Clerk, that tufts of grass were growing, following strimming, between the chain link 
fencing and her garden.  It was wondered if the area could be sprayed.  

722.5 Maintenance of the Play Equipment on the new field – Work on treating the 
equipment with wood preservative was complete apart from the Bridge of the Fort which 
was awaiting repair. 

722.6 Broken panel on the play Train – Councillor Copeman to arrange repair.  
        Action Councillor Copeman 

722.7 Bird Excrement on swings on old field – In spite of regular cleaning, the Swings were 
regularly covered in bird excrement.  The Clerk to obtain two cans of transparent bird gel 
at £13.19 each, to try and prevent the problem.        Action Clerk 

722.8 Plaques – Plaques had been received from the District Council when the new play 
equipment had been installed by the Wortwell Play Association in 2008.  Councillor 
Copeman to arrange for the plaques to be attached to the play equipment.  
        Action Councillor Copeman 

722.9 Playing Field ground maintenance – Following complaints that the outer edges of the 
old field were not being cut the Clerk had checked the contract which said  ‘Cut round 
area by hand on each alternate visit’  Norse had told the Clerk that the problem had 
arisen due to sickness. 

722.10 Bridge on the Fort – Agreed that three quotations be obtained for repairs to the bridge.  
The Clerk to ask Miss Allen for the name of the company who provided the new play 
equipment.                      Action Clerk 
   Action Councillors Noy and Copeman 

722.11 Report from the Fund Raising Committee – The Committee had met a representative 
from The Children’s Playground Co Ltd regarding the proposed new equipment.  The 
representative confirmed that the company could provide the equipment we required 
within 4/6 weeks.  Equipment being a zip wire, swings, a 4 metre high climbing net and a 
multi-unit featuring a covered winding slide.  No quotation available. 

722.12 Proposed new Football Nets – The Clerk had obtained a selection of designs of football 
nets.  Councillor Wooltorton to be asked to measure the inside of the goal posts. It was 
hoped to be able to order the new nets before the next meeting.     Action Clerk  
     Councillor Wooltorton 

722.13 Chain Link Fencing – new field. – Councillor Hadingham and Perry had met with Mr. 
Jon Earl to discuss further maintenance to the chain link fencing on the new field.  He 
said the fencing wasn’t as bad as he first thought but recommended that all brambles be 
removed from the fence in the Autumn.  Councillor Perry to spray the brambles. It was 
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noted that some of the brambles were coming from in the electricity sub station. The 
Clerk to contact the company and request them to carry out the necessary maintenance 
to their hedges..          Action Clerk 
                                          Action Co uncillor Perry 

723 Recycling Centre  

723.1 Both Councillors Noy and Copeman had cleared up glass from the Centre during June 
and July.   

723.2 Annual Contract - The annual contract had been received from the District Council for 
signature.  Conditions remained the same.  Agreed that this be signed and returned to 
the District Council.  An annual payment of £200 would continue to paid to us. 

723.3 Bin for plastic bags - Following out request to the District Council for a plastic bag 
recycling bin their reply said they do not offer plastic bag recycling yet, but offered an 
additional textile bank or a cooking oil and fat recycling bank.  Councillors declined both 
offers.          Action Clerk 

724 Planning Applications  

724.1 2014/1009 – Mrs. Hannah Butler-Bird , - 27 Low Road, Wortwell, IP20 0HJ  – Proposal 
to remove chimney on east side, render existing porch on east wall to be painted the 
same colour of house, installation of oak windows and door to porch.  Limewash the 
external walls of house in Farrow and Ball “Yellow Ground” Limewash.  Planning sub-
committee had commented “the proposed works will improve the property both 
functionally and aesthetically”. 

724.2 2014/0975 – Mr. Edward Scarfe  – sub division of garden to West of 1 High Road, 
Wortwell. Proposal for a two storey dwelling and extension to existing garage.  Planning 
sub-committee had commented “the application is a good use of the plot and will have 
little effect to the street scene”.  

725 World War 1 Commemoration  

725.1 Councillor Copeman was continuing her research into the names of the fallen 
parishioners on the village war memorial.  She would be contacting both Alburgh and 
Harleston primary schools to enquire whether village children would be interested in 
planting poppies and lighting candles to represent each fallen serviceman.  Agreed that 
she could spend up to £30 on seeds and candles.   She was continuing to advertise for 
photos and memorabilia      . Action Councillor Copeman 

726 Annual Subscriptions  

727 Proposed by Councillor Noy and seconded by Councillor Copeman that the following be 
renewed for 2014/15 – Norfolk Association of Local Councils - £130, Norfolk Rural 
Communities Council £20, Norfolk Playing Field Association - £20.  It was unanimously 
agreed to order a Poppy Wreath for the 2014 Remembrance Day service - £20.  
          Action Clerk 

728 Wortwell Community Centre  

728.1 A letter from the Management Committee stated “In view of the impending departure of a 
number of key members of the Community Centre Management Committee, we think it 
would be advisable to get together with the Parish Council to discuss the implications and 
future strategy for the continuance of the centre”.  A joint meeting on Monday 4th August.  
The Clerk to check on the time of the meeting        Action Clerk 

729 Speed Awareness Machine (SAM)  

729.1 The District Council had informed the Clerk that the machine was available to us from 
21st July to 1st August.  The machine does not now record information of speeding cars 
etc, but still flashes at those cars speeding and tells them to slow down.  The information 
had been sent to the six volunteers.  Only two had replied and one said that it didn’t 
seem worth bothering about as the machine does not now record speeding information.  
Councillors discussed the situation and agreed to inform the District Council that as the 
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speeding information is not available we do not wish to borrow the SAM machine at the 
present time.  The situation will be reviewed in the Spring of 2015                 Action Clerk 

730 Accounts  

730.1 Copies of all budget figures and all payments made to date, including current bank 
statements were circulated and approved by Councillors. 

730.2 Agreed to pay Mr. Dave Renaut £50 to carrying out the 2013/14 internal audit.  
          Action Clerk 

731 Business for the July meeting  

731.1 Councillors to contact the Clerk for items to be included on the July Agenda. 

732 Payment of Accounts  

732.1 Expenditure  

732.2 E.On June - £178.61 
732.3 Wortwell Community Centre – June - £14 
732.4 Mrs. Pearce Salary £305.60, Allowance £69.44, Expenses £97.34 = £472.38 
732.5 Bungay Printers – July/August Mardler - £138 
732.6 HMRC – April/May/June - £148 
732.7 NALC – Subscription - £130.68 
732.8 NRCC – Subscription - £20 
732.9 British Legion – Poppy Wreath - £20 
732.10 Mr. Renaut – 2013/14 Internal Audit - £50 
732.11 NPFA Subscription - £20 
732.12 Mr. Reynolds – June - £200 
732.13 Norse – Playing Field Maintenance - £1,489.20 

732.14 Income  

732.15 Mardler Adverts - £80 
732.16 Barclays – (for inconvenience) -£150 
 


