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It has been a year of many changes.  Unfortunately, last May, our Parish Clerk had a fall and, due to 

continued ill health decided to retire at the end of October.  Having taken over the role of 

Chairwoman in May 2017, I assisted the Clerk with some of her work, along with my fellow Parish 

Councillors, and it became clear just how much work is involved to undertake the role of Clerk. 

We followed a recruitment process in October for a new Clerk and had 5 applicants.  These were 

shortlisted to 3 and, following interviews, Lua was appointed to the role as she was the best person 

for the job.   As Lua was a serving Parish Councillor, under the Local Government Act 1972, she is not 

able to be paid for the role of Parish Clerk for 12 months and we are very grateful that Lua still 

accepted the role.  Lua has undertaken a great deal of Clerk training to ensure she is well equipped 

for the role and she is doing a great job. 

The Parish Council has taken advantage of not having to pay for a Clerk by investing the money into 

a yearlong training programme.  This will enable all Parish Councillors to be brought up to date with 

current policy and requirements.   All Parish Councillors also completed a skills audit which we are 

now asking all new prospective Parish Councillors to do on application. 

Clive Aylett was successfully co-opted on to the Parish Council in March to fill the vacancy left by 

Lua. 

In recent months, I have been updating and creating policies, based on model documents from NALC 

and a local Parish Council.  We have also had working parties developing an Emergency Plan for the 

village as well as a Community Survey – both of which we are liaising with the Community Centre 

Management Committee on. 

We worked jointly with the Community Centre Management Committee on the Silver Festival which 

was held in September and this was a great community event. 

We have installed a new basketball on the playfield, paid for from fundraising, litter pick and monies 

received from the recycling centre.  A new bus shelter was installed at the Homersfield end of High 

Road recently.  We have just heard we have been successful in our application for a grant which will 

contribute towards the cost of a Speed Awareness Machine (SAM) and we will be looking for 

volunteers to help with this shortly. 

I would like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors and Clerk for their dedication, hard work and 

enthusiasm.   

Allison Copeman 


