
________________________________________________________________ 
Wortwell Parish Council Minutes                                                                                           81 

Minutes of a meeting of Wortwell Parish Council, he ld in the Community Centre, Wortwell 
on Monday, 24 th February 2014 at 7.30pm 

Parish Councillors attending – Councillors Robert Hadingham (Chair), Allison Copeman, (Vice 
Chair) Daphne Cook, Malcolm Perry and Derek Wooltorton 

Also attending  - The Clerk, Mrs. Jane Pearce 

652 Apologies for members unable to attend   

652.1 District Councillor, Dr. Murray Gray and Councillor Noy, who was unable to attend due to 
work commitments.  This was accepted by Councillors. 

653 Declarations of Interest  

653.1 None 

654 To approve the Minutes of the January meeting  

654.1 The Minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting and the Parish Council meeting were both 
signed by the Chairman as correct records. 

655 To receive reports from District and County Cou ncillors  

655.1 An email from Dr. Gray reported: 

� He was expecting the District Council Tax to be frozen tonight  

� The District Council has started once more to think about allocating sites in the 
District for Gypsies and Travellers.  The reason for trying again now is that some 
Local Plan Documents have recently been found to be unsound on Equal 
Opportunity grounds, i.e. they have allocated sites for housing for the “settled 
community” but not for Gypsies and Travellers.  This is the case for the District 
Council Site allocation Document and so there are worries that it might be found to 
be unsound.  Hence the need to start this new piece of work.  A starting point will be 
to invite landowners to suggest sites that they would be prepared to see developed 
for Gypsy and Travellers.   

656 To receive the Clerk’s Report  

656.1 Parish Council Notice Board – This would be collected for repair on Friday, 7th March 

656.2 Parish Council Vacancy –  The vacancy was still being advertised. 

656.3 Wortwell Mill –  No reply had been received from Suffolk County Council following our 
letter.  A further letter to be written.  A Parishioner had reported that a gate had now been 
erected across the footpath displaying a notice saying “Dogs running free”Action Clerk 

656.4 Big South Norfolk Litter Pick –  Our interest had been registered and the Litter Pick 
would take place on Sunday, 23rd March between 10 and 12 noon.  Any proceeds would 
go towards the new Play Equipment.  The team to be called “Wortwell Wombles”. 
          Action Clerk 

656.5 Request for the erection of a Greenhouse on an Allo tment plot –  Mrs. Law had 
signed an agreement saying that the greenhouse would be no more than 4 metres in 
length and no more than 1.9 metres in height and would be removed when she 
relinquished the tenancy of her allotment 

656.6 Dykes and Drains off Low Road –  Enquiries had been received from a parishioner 
regarding who was responsible for the upkeep of the Dykes and Drains off the two Lokes 
on Low Road.  Investigations to be made regarding the ownership and maintenance of 
the Dykes and Drains.            Action Clerk 

656.7 It was thought that any parishioners who wished to fill in the dykes at the bottom of their 
gardens would need permission from Norfolk County Council before carrying out this 
work.  Councillor Perry to speak to his neighbour for clarification.    
               Action Councillor Perry 
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657 Chairman’s Report  

657.1 The next session of Village Games would be held at Dereham on 27th April with a Net 
Ball competition for ladies over 14 years. 

658 Parish Councillors Reports  

658.1 Councillor Copeman: 

658.2 High Road outside the Farm Shop – There is a dip in the road outside the Farm Shop. 

658.3 Village War Memorial –  She was researching the names on the Village War Memorial 
and would be pleased to receive any information from parishioners. 

659 Mardler Magazine  

659.1 Councillor Copeman agreed to continue to edit the Mardler until a new Editor is 
appointed.  It was wondered if we are charging too much for regular advertisements in 
the Mardler.  The Clerk to enquire about the prices charged by Alburgh in their monthly 
magazine.          Action Clerk 

660 Playing Field  

660.1 In weekly reports for February, Councillor Hadingham reported: 

� New Litter Bin is being well used.   

� The 7-a-side Football Post nearest the Bowling Green is a bit loose.  Councillor 
Wooltorton to investigate.    Action Councillor Wooltorton 

� All play equipment inspected and found to be safe. 

660.2 Councillor Perry to prepare weekly reports for March.            Action Councillor Perry 

660.3 Storage of Wood Logs – The owner of 25 High Road had now removed the logs from 
behind the chain link fencing. 

660.4 Cherry Tree Football Club/Harleston Veterans Footba ll Club –  Harleston Cherry Tree 
FC had informed the Clerk that they will not be requiring the use of our facilities for the 
2014/15 season but had asked if Harleston Veterans FC could use the pitch on Sunday 
afternoons.  All agreed to this request.         Action Clerk 

660.5 The Cherry Tree Club and Earsham FC had bought new nets between them in 2012, and 
it was thought that Earsham FC would be returning to Earsham to play for the 2014/15 
season  The Clerk to contact both clubs regarding the future of the nets.     Action Clerk 

660.6 ‘No Dog’ Sign on personnel gate – Councillor Cook had re-hung the sign. 

660.7 Report from sub committee on the proposed new play equipment –  Councillor 
Copeman reported that the sub committee had met with a Joy Playgrounds 
representative.  A zip wire, a raised structure, traditional swings and a climbing frame 
were planned for the new field. 

660.8 Proposed Memorial Spinney –  Agreed that 4 Rowan, 4 Field Maple and 4 Crab Apple 
trees would be planted behind the sub station on the new field.  The trees to be funded 
by the Waveney Valley Group and the Sunshine Fund.  A seat would be added to the 
area in the future.  The Spinney to be planted in memory of Aub Denman. 

660.9 Quotations for maintenance to the play equipment on  new field.   Three letters had 
been written inviting quotations to wood stain the items of play equipment on the new 
field. Quotations had been received from Mr Mac Wright amounting to £655 and from Mr 
S.Bone amounting to £860.  Unanimously agreed that the contract be awarded to Mr. 
Mac Wright.         Action Clerk 

660.10 Quotations for repairs to the chain link fencing on  new field – Three letters had been 
written inviting quotations to replace 6 new poles and re-fix chain link back to the new 
posts.  Quotations had been received from Simon’s Landscaping amounting to £860 + 
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VAT and J. Earl Fencing amounting to £400 + VAT.  Unanimously agreed that the 
contract be awarded to J.Earl Fencing.         Action Clerk 

661 Weekly Reports on the Recycling Centre  

661.1 Councillor Hadingham said that he had removed an old fluorescent tube from the Centre 
and had swept up broken glass. 

662 Speeding on Tunbeck Road  

662.1 A letter had been written to County Councillor Margaret Somerville following complaints 
from Mr. Chris Thomas regarding speeding on Tunbeck Road.  She had replied “I have 
observed the same things which you have mentioned in your email and the fear of an 
accident with ice on Tunbeck Road and someone sliding into the A143 is alarming and 
the two recent accidents are evidence the risks of speeding.  I will ask Highways to look 
at this again and also the surface of the road.  I am afraid that the impact of £169 million 
shortfall in the County Council budget for the next 3 years is having an impact on all 
services, but I am very conscious that where there are threats to life, money spent on 
prevention becomes essential”. The Clerk to send a copy of the letter to Mr. Thomas. 
          Action Clerk 

663 Planning  

663.1 2012/2216 – Low Tree Farm. Decision awaited.  Dr. Gray had indicated that a decision 
should be made soon. 

663.2 2013/1691/LB –27 Low Road, - Mrs. Hannah Butler-Bir d – Proposed alterations to 
property.  Approved with Conditions by the District Council 

663.3 2014/0126 – Members of the Parish Council sub committee had expressed an interest in 
this application. “Waveney House” 23 Low Road –  Erection of Shed.  Parish Council 
sub-committee commented “Approved as it will only affect his own property”. 

663.4 2013/2172 – “Willow-mere” 25 Low Road – Erect green aluminium Greenhouse and 
retrospective application for octagonal aluminium Greenhouse in garden”.  The Parish 
Council sub committee commented – “the octagonal greenhouse blends into the garden 
and is barely visible, hopefully the larger one will blend in too”. 

664 Emergency Planning  

664.1 Councillor Perry said that several years ago he had accepted the job as Parish 
Emergency Co-ordinator.  He had attended meetings at the District Council and still had 
a Wind up Radio and details of the village Emergency Action Plan.  When he resigned 
the vacancy was advertised in the Mardler but no volunteers had come forward.  In view 
of the recent floods, it was decided to contact the District Council for up to date 
information on emergency planning for the village.       Action Clerk 

665 Welcome Pack  

665.1 Councillors updated the Welcome Pack.         Action Clerk 

666 Giving  

666.1 At the last meeting it had been agreed to donate £50 to the First Responders.  It was 
later ascertained that there was no such group.  In the meantime a letter had been 
received from Anne Adkins on behalf of St Mary’s in Redenhall pointing out that the 
Church is in need of a new roof and it is hoped to install a toilet and kitchen in the future.  
It was therefore proposed by Councillor Cook and seconded by Councillor Hadingham 
that we donate the £50 to St. Mary’s Church.  All agreed       Action Clerk 

667 Accounts  

667.1 Copies of all budget figures and all payments made to date, including current bank 
statements, were circulated and approved by Councillors.   

667.2 As the Parish Council’s financial year ends at the end of March it was agreed that the 
Clerk could get cheques signed during the middle of the month in order for them to clear 
before the 31st March 2014. 
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668 Business for the March meeting  

668.1 World War 1 Commemoration, a Yard Sale, Advertising in the Mardler to be included on 
the March Agenda. 

669 Close of Meeting  

669.1 There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and 
closed the meeting at 9.25pm 

670 Payment of Accounts  

670.1 Expenditure  

670.2 E.On – street lighting energy - £178.61 
670.3 Community Centre - £14 
670.4 Bungay Printers – Feb/March Mardler - £138 
670.5 Mrs. Pearce Salary £283, Allowance £69.44 = £352.44 
670.6 Mr. Reynolds – 6 hours -£48 

670.7 Income  

670.8 Harleston Cherry Tree Football - £240 


